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Coming up next  

The game is at Goonawarra 
Thursday 28th of September at 8am. 
It is the second round of the club 
championship. 
 

 
 
Entries are now open. 
Mario Caruso will be coordinating this event. 

 
Course map  
Provided at the back of this document. 
 
 

Next month Monday 13th of November at 
Craigieburn. 

 
---oOo--- 

 
Captain’s Report Goonawarra 
7th of September 2023 
 
A brisk spring morning greeted the Hume 
Veterans GC members on the 7th of September, 
for the first round of the  2023 Championships. 
A far cry from last year when we were unable to 
play at Goonawarra GC due to the course being 
waterlogged.  
 

The course was in good shape with plenty of run 
on the fairways. The greens were fast and tricky 
due to strong winds which developed through the 
morning as the temperature rose to over 20 
degrees.  
 
 

Thanks to the greens staff for their presentation 
of the course and to the Club staff for their 
cooperation and providing a BBQ and salad 
lunch. 
  
Thanks again to Vice Captain Bill and Committee 
members for their continued effort coordinating 
the event and compiling results. 
 

Five Ladies were in the field of 71 players with 6 
members defeating their handicap. 
 

Name                         Handicap      Points 
 

A grade winner: 
Bill Mandouit                   10            39 c/b 
A grade runner-up: 
Kath Rindfleish                16            39 
 

B grade winner:   
Pamela Murphy               18            35 c/b 
B grade runner-up: 
Ian Goodger                     21           35 c/b 
 

C grade winner: 
Leslie Coelho                   28           41 
C grade runner-up: 
Bernie Handke                 26           39 
 

Nearest the Pin    3 Golf balls 
 

 3rd hole             John Simon 

 5th hole             James Fernandez 

 7th hole             Alan Moloney 

10th hole            John Simon 
16th hole            Alan Gray 
 

Twenty balls were distributed in the run down to 
32 points on count back. 
  
The Raffle ‘O’ draw was won by Bob Wilkinson 
with golf balls to Leslie Coelho, Brian Moore and 
Bill Mandouit.  
 

The birthday drawn recipient of a free game next 
month was Joe Jhoty. 
 

Congratulations to all the winners on the day. 
The leading score for overall and Grades in the 
Championship can be found by logging on to the 
One Golf site and clicking on leaderboards. 
 

Our next game, the second round of the 
Championships, will be on Thursday 28th of 
September at Goonawarra Golf Club. 
 

Gus Steegstra 
Captain 
 

---oOo--- 
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A Grade winner Bill Mandouit 
with Captain Gus Steegstra  

 
 

  
 

B Grade winner Pamela Murphy                
with Captain Gus Steegstra  

 
 

   
C Grade winner Leslie Coelho                    

with Captain Gus Steegstra  
 

---oOo--- 
 

Welfare Report 
Peter Caple is the Welfare Officer. Please 

contact Peter at p.caple@bigpond.com if you 
know of any of our members who are ill. 

 

********************** 

Birthdays for October 
 

Tony Barr 

Peter Brideson 

John Cardwell 

Alan Condron 

Peter Denny 

Sebastion Formica 

Alan Gray 

Harry Johnson 

Sureshbir Kaushal 

Margaret Larkins 

Peter Olthof 

Evan Smith 

Peter Turner 

 
********************** 

 

file:///D:/GOLF/Newsletters/2019/October/p.caple@bigpond.com
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Senior’s Corner 

When our esteemed Vice President Alan 
Kinnaird pulled up in the carpark at Goonawarra 
and opened his car boot, he realized that he had 
forgotten to put his golf clubs in. 
 

Fortunately, the pro shop agreed to lend him a 
demo set and he played his round. 
 

And in case you’re wondering, the answer is no, 
the new clubs did not help his game. 
 

---oOo--- 
 

 
 

Ryder Cup 2023 
                 By Daniel Zeqiri 
 

 
US Captain Zach Johnson 

 

Where is it being held? 
 

The 44th Ryder Cup will be hosted by Italy, for 
the first time in its history. 
 

The venue is the Marco Simone Golf and 
Country Club just outside Rome, which has 
previously hosted the Italian Open.  
 

What is the Ryder Cup? 
 

One of the most-watched sporting events in the 
world, the Ryder Cup is distinctive for inserting 
competitors from an individual sport into a team 
environment. Aside from the golf, the team 
dynamics and relationships have made for 
compelling viewing. 
 

Amateur golfer and businessman Samuel Ryder 
conceived the idea of a match between British 
and American professionals, with the inaugural 

Ryder Cup played in Massachusetts in 1927.  
The match was played between an American 
and British or British and Irish team until 1977. 
 

After nine USA victories and one tie in 10 
meetings, Jack Nicklaus wrote a letter to Lord 
Derby (then president of the British PGA) 
suggesting Britain and Ireland merge with 
Continental Europe to make the Ryder Cup more 
competitive.  
 

Ryder Cups became far more closely fought and 
dramatic by the mid-Eighties, and the 
extravaganza we know today was born. 
 

Who are the Ryder Cup captains? 
Europe will be led by Luke Donald, who replaced 
Henrik Stenson last year after the Swede was 
stripped of the title. The USA captain is 2007 
Masters champion Zach Johnson.  
 

 
European Captain Luke Donald 

 

Who’s on the teams? 
 

Team Europe 
Six players qualified automatically – the three 
leading players on the European points list and 
the next three players on the world points list. 
The qualification period ended on September 3. 
 

The six leading European players are (from the 
European points list) Rory McIlroy, Jon Rahm, 
Robert MacIntyre and (from the world points 
list) Viktor Hovland, Tyrrell Hatton and Matt 
Fitzpatrick.  
 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/d/da-de/daniel-zeqiri/
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For his six wildcards, Luke Donald picked Justin 
Rose, Tommy Fleetwood, Sepp Straka, Shane 
Lowry, Nicolai Hojgaard and Ludvig Aberg. 
 

European golfers who are playing on the LIV 
Golf tour were not permitted to qualify for the 
Ryder Cup. This is because European Ryder 
Cup players must be members of the DP World 
Tour (formerly known as the European Tour) and 
those players who signed up with LIV were 
forced to give up their places on the DP World 
Tour. 
 

Team USA 
 

Like Europe, America uses a ‘six plus six’ 
method for selecting the team: six players qualify 
automatically and captain Zach Johnson picked 
the remaining six himself.  
 

The six automatic qualifiers were: Scottie 
Scheffler, Wyndham Clark, Brian Harman, 
Max Homa, Xander Schauffele and Patrick 
Cantlay. 
 

But unlike Donald, Johnson was permitted to 
select from the LIV ranks. He selected as his 
wildcards Brooks Koepka, Justin Thomas, 
Jordan Spieth, Collin Morikawa, Sam 
Burns and Rickie Fowler. 
 

Why are Sergio Garcia, Lee Westwood 
and other LIV golfers not playing in the 
Ryder Cup? 
 

In order to be eligible for selection for the 
European Ryder Cup team, players must hold 
DP World Tour membership – something Garcia, 
Westwood and Ian Poulter gave up earlier this 
year.  
 

European golfers who joined the breakaway LIV 
tour were engaged in a lengthy legal dispute with 
the Tour over the latter’s ability to sanction them 
for making the Saudi switch.  
 

Earlier this year, it was ruled the Tour could 
punish LIV players, with each given fines totaling 
up to £100,000 in some cases as well as a three-
event ban.  
 

Poulter led attempts to appeal this decision but 
when the Tour’s ability to issue the sanctions 
was upheld, he, along with other leading 
European LIV players, chose to hand in their tour 
card and thus renege their Ryder Cup eligibility. 
 

Why has Brooks Koepka been selected? 
 

The key distinction with the US team is that 
Ryder Cup eligibility is not linked to the PGA 
Tour but to membership of the PGA of America – 
the organizers of the USPGA.  
 

Koepka, and other US LIV golfers, are blocked 
from playing on the PGA Tour but have still been 
able earn ranking points through playing in the 
four majors. 
 

Despite winning the USPGA and finishing 
second at the Masters, Koepka did not qualify 
automatically for Team USA, but he – and other 
LIV golfers – remained eligible for Ryder Cup 
selection through their continued membership of 
the PGA of America. 
 

What is the Ryder Cup format? 
 

Most golf tournaments such as the Masters and 
Open Championship are stroke play, whereas 
The Ryder Cup is match play. 
 

There are two teams of 12. On Friday, there are 
four fourball matches in the morning and four 
foursomes matches in the afternoon. This is 
repeated on Saturday. It means four players 
from each team sit out each session, with the 
team captain selecting his pairs and deciding 
who to leave out. There can be different pairs for 
each format. 
 

The only time all 24 players are on the course is 
Sunday’s ‘singles’ when they go head-to-head in 
12 direct matchups. 
 

Winning a match earns your team a point, with a 
halved match worth half-a-point to each team.  
Those proficient at maths will have realized there 
are 28 points on offer, so both teams are aiming 
for 14-and-a-half points to win the Ryder Cup. A 
14-14 tie would see the holders retain the trophy 
(i.e. the USA on this occasion). 
 

What is the Ryder Cup schedule? 
 

Tuesday September 27-Thursday 28: Practice 
days with opening ceremony on Thursday 
evening.  
Friday September 29: Four fourball matches in 
morning, four foursomes matches in afternoon.  
Saturday September 30: Four fourball matches 
in morning, four foursomes matches in 
afternoon.  
Sunday October 1: 12 singles matches before 
the closing ceremony. 
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Ryder Cup: how the two teams compare 
 

Average age 
Europe: 30.16 
US: 30.34 
 

Average World Ranking 
Europe: 30 
US: 12.92 
 

Number of majors 
Europe: 9 
US: 15 
 

Number of major winners 
Europe: 5 
US: 7 
 

Number of rookies 
Europe: 4 
US: 4 
 

Combined Ryder Cup appearances 
Europe: 21 
US: 17 
 

Combined Ryder Cup victories 
Europe: 10 
US: 10 

---oOo--- 
 

 
 
 
 

Fred had tried to be particularly careful about his 
language as he played golf with his preacher. 
But on the twelfth hole, when he twice failed to 
hit out of a sand trap, he lost his resolve and let 
fly with a string of expletives. 
 

The preacher felt obliged to respond. “I have 
observed,” said he in a calm voice, “that the best 
golfers do not use foul language.” 
 

“I guess not,” said Fred, “what the hell do they 
have to bitch about?” 
 
 

 
 
A man and his friend meet at the clubhouse and 
decide to play a round of golf together. 
 

The man has a little dog with him and on the first 
green, when the man holes out a 20-foot putt; 
the little dog starts to yip and stands up on its 
hind legs. 
 

The friend is quite amazed at this clever trick and 
says, “That dog is really talented! What does he 
do if you miss a putt?” “Somersaults,” says the 
man. “Somersaults?” says the friend, “That’s 
incredible. How many does he do?”  
 

“Well,” says the man. “That depends on how 
hard I kick him in the ass.” 
 

---oOo--- 
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